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not be expressed by the formulas in common use. A further refinement of the idea of composition was detnanded, and was made by developing the fundamental postulates of the molecular and atomic theory.
When that latest development of the atomic theory was announced,it was welcomed by some, and scorned by some chemists of light and leading. Notable among the scorners was Kolbe, a man who had a genius for criticising the work of those from whom he differed without troubling to understand it.1 Kolbe was indignant that a young man, a chemist 'as good as unknown/ should have dared to think about the arrangement of atoms in space, to enter a path wherein no 'true natural philosopher7 had ventured to walk. k The memoir of vaiit Iloff was denounced as 'an hallucination7 and 'a silly phantasy.7 Nevertheless it remained true that 'babes7 sometimes see what is hidden from the 'wise and prudent.'